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The identity crisis at the University of Saskatchewan is back in the spotlight after a

report found the institution’s administration routinely provided foreign students with
privileges not available to Canadian students. In one case, a Chinese student spent
$32,400 on a year’s worth of tuition and a house in a Saskatoon neighbourhood to
receive more opportunities. There were problems from the start, according to the

report. Preliminary investigations by The Canadian Press and Global News show the
university, with 11,000 students, has one of the highest rates of international students
of any university in the country, yet it gets few of the benefits that are traditionally

associated with Canadian universities. The main privileges, for instance, are the
chance to work and have access to the city’s high-paying jobs, without having to pay
the same high tuition rates. Some students have complained that the administrators

have been less than forthcoming about the study, which could lead to access issues if
the results are not publicly disclosed. An example highlighted in the report was a

group of Chinese students being allowed to work as research assistants at the
university. That could present a conflict of interest for an institution that is supposed
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to be apolitical and independent, said report author Dr. Richard Trussell, an assistant
professor of sociology at the University of Victoria. “They can get into research
institutions, on either side of the spectrum, so that’s a pretty big conflict,” said

Trussell. “The university’s own ethical policy says (it) ‘must not act in ways that could
be perceived as compromising objectivity.’ So they have a sort of institutional

constraint against acting in ways that might compromise objectivity.” However, there
are challenges. Saskatoon is currently a hotbed for tech innovation, with
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