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Path The Blood Red Path is a fantasy novel by American writer Poul Anderson. It is the sixth book of The Books of the Raksura, a major series of linked fantasy novels, and the second book of a triad, following The Broken Sword and preceded by The Fox of Dragon Mountain. Like the latter, it is mostly set on the continent of Kelewan, which, like Earth, has been inhabited
by sapient mammals for about 1,000 years. Plot summary The plot begins with a remark by the Raksura that the Mantids are in fact the early inhabitants of Kelewan and that they are now gone. Then, we are told that a group of Mantids were traveling through the forest with their caravan when they encountered two huge creatures. One of them seemed to be a bear and the other
was a colossus. The last Mantid in the caravan, a young female named Galay, who had lost her family, attempted to kill the bear, but was saved from certain death by the colossus. She then ran away to the top of a hill and hid until she saw the colossus again. Then, she offered herself to him and was taken back to his kingdom, in this case the rakshasa, an indigenous humanoid
race, in the mountains. The huge creature had appeared during the Mantids' trek through the forest and, due to Galay's familiarity with the forest, he knew who she was and was impressed by her courage and compassion, to the point of sending his own fighters to rescue her. However, Galay had no interest in the rakshasas or their kingdom, and was content with living in the
forest. She is also more than a little infatuated with the colossus. He frequently asks her to sing for him, which she does reluctantly, but eventually grows used to. The problem is that his music causes an imbalance in her physiology, and when she realizes this she takes the opportunity to leave the rakshasas.
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