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By comparison, the standalone Umbrella Academy
adaptation mostly misses. The world is populated with

weirdos and oddballs, but they are merely musings
rather than beloved, flesh-and-blood characters. It

becomes a straight-up superhero show by the end of its
debut episode. The Umbrella Corporation and their
history almost become concepts for future games

rather than actual villains to fight. The latter hardly fit
the style of the games, but the former is a much better
fit. And while the Umbrella Academy can boast Marvel's

hype machine for the sake of its name, the Resident
Evil adaptation has to withstand the full weight of its
own franchise. However, while the Umbrella Academy

ambles along quite contentedly, the Resident Evil story
only truly begins when something happens. While the
world of Resident Evil allows you to play it safe, find

your way out, and put your survivors in potential
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danger, it's a reactive game. Whereas the Umbrella
Academy let players act first, then respond, the

Resident Evil adaptation waits for crises to occur. More
than any other film adaptation that started as a video

game, it can't go into action until the plot has
compelled it. This forces it to leave behind most of the

character interactions, both of the in-game and the
cinematic variety. Characters may make brief

comments in Resident Evil, but their storytelling only
exists in reaction to the events of the game's world. The
creator of the Umbrella Academy can write however he

wants, but he can't do it in combat. still, all of these
issues are somewhat moot because resident evil is not
a particularly good show. it lacks a strong visual sense
of place and tone. it doesn't feel like anyplace or time,

despite the fact that it's set in an alternate timeline
that's part of the resident evil universe. also, its

premise is messy and messy premises are a dime a
dozen on netflix. the umbrella corporation is an entity
that's been referenced in a number of other series and

movies. it's easy to imagine the umbrella corporation as
a real organization that took hold in real life and, in fact,
that has happened. but a series that's about scientists
working for a corporation that resembles the company

that served as the source of its name in one of the
biggest movie franchises of all time has a decidedly un-

serious feel.
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elsewhere, the show is surprisingly effective. the world
of the series is admirably delivered. the characters are
both believable and fully dimensional. the series is very

good at establishing a tone of ominous ennui, a
situation that feels real and realistically dangerous. it's

almost as if they're trying to imitate the tone of the
series of movies, and while that's clearly a mistake,
they do a decent job of it. it's clear that the 2020s

timeline could be seen as an aftermath of sorts, where
the remnants of the umbrella corporation and its

dead/disintegrated/evil corporate philosophy are spread
across the world. it's a good backdrop for a story with a
low budget that feels like it's always a bit out of focus,

yet the setting is genuinely terrifying. it's a difficult
balance to strike. the best possible thing that could

happen for resident evil is that the series is rescued by
a development studio that has a clear vision of the
series, a studio that is committed to the franchise's

heritage, and a studio with a deep understanding of the
genre. it should, ideally, be an all-new studio that has

no reason to muck with established formulas. in a time
where the zombie apocalypse feels like it's not just a

real thing, but potentially a permanent feature, it could
mean the difference between the industry's and the

public's reaction to a game's marketing. that's the kind
of thing that could turn the tide of the #residenteveil

hashtag. "it's up to us," the public can say, "to save the
genre." when the first title in the series was released, it
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was a major sensation in the horror genre, and a vital
part of the rise of the survival horror genre. its

innovative camera angles, intense pacing, and dazzling
visual effects ushered in a new era of the genre. after
about 10 years, survival horror, and the resident evil
series in particular, has fallen out of favor with the

public. now, as capcom gears up for the fifth installment
of the series, it's time to look back to the past and see
how much has changed. the series has moved on from

the days of resident evil 2, and its pop-culture
relevance has grown ever so much more

inconsequential. 5ec8ef588b
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