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New Delhi: The Indian Space Research Organisation(ISRO) on Tuesday sent a probe into the sun’s

atmosphere to study the coronal mass ejection (CME), which is a huge explosion of gases and
charged particles hurtling out of the sun that can bring with them solar storms that can affect space
satellites and Earth’s climate. The Indian probe, named Mangalyaan, or Mangalyaan, made a flawless

soft landing on the sun on Wednesday, ISRO said in a statement. The probe carried onboard
instruments to collect data on solar winds.. The successful landing of the home-made, one-tonne
spacecraft in orbit around the sun came after a long journey of 6.5 years, the Space Agency said.
The probe took off on March 5, 2009, from the Sriharikota spaceport in south India with a two-year

interplanetary cruise, and achieved the Earth-sun L1 Lagrangian Point, which is located at a distance
of about one million kilometres from the earth. "ISRO said that the orbit manoeuvre was completed

successfully with the help of two Russian-supplied rockets and was a critical part of the mission,
which was extended by another two years after the successful cruise phase. The probe made a

perfect ''lunar orbit'' by using the momentum of the small moon of earth to slow down its entry into
the sun's atmosphere. On Wednesday morning, the probe entered the sun's outer corona, the region

where solar wind particles rain down on earth. Tests started in the first week of July to check the
probe's systems and continue for another few weeks. ISRO's first attempt to reach the sun's surface

was in 1991, but the rocket blew up shortly after.ISRO's failure in the first attempt resulted in a
detailed investigation and analysis that led to the design of Mangalyaan. The Mangalyaan spacecraft
consists of three parts -- the orbiter, a liquid propulsion system and the lander, which are separated

by an insulated tunnel.",
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